


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study in a caring and supportive environment 
 
Located on the Eastern edge of Sutton Coldfield, with easy access from Sutton Town Centre, John Willmott School has 
a thriving Sixth Form.  We pride ourselves in offering a challenging academic programme with a supportive and caring 
environment.  Not only do students benefit from the expertise of staff, but they are taught in appropriate group size, 
allowing them all to be given individual support and guidance. 
 
In addition to achieving outstanding academic results, we hope that all Sixth Form students will accept the challenge 
of furthering their own personal developments and have some fun along the way. 
 
Student life in John Willmott Sixth Form involves so much more than academic and vocational study.  As a student you 
will be joining a vibrant community, rich in opportunities for student participation. 
 
The Sixth Form enables students to develop qualities of enterprise, self-reliance, determination, diligence, 
perseverance, responsibility, empathy, tolerance and compassion, so that students leave us as young adults, able to 
contribute positively to society.   
 
We expect all students to make a full commitment to the wider life of the Sixth Form community, participating in a 
variety of sporting, athletic, cultural and recreational activities; these will not only complement their studies, but 
provide a refreshing break from the demands of a challenging curriculum.  Behind the achievements of our students 
is a whole system of support. 
 
We are proud of our reputation in this area and aim to provide a supportive and caring environment for all students.  
At the same time, we are particularly keen to encourage students to become independent learners and to realise their 
full potential. 
 
Sixth Form courses are demanding and many students will require help and support along the way. 
 
Each student has a person tutor who will remain with him/her throughout the Sixth Form.  Students will meet with 
their tutor on a daily basis, not only for registration, but also to be given guidance and advice when necessary and to 

follow a study support programmer.  The students are also supported by a Sixth Form Learning Mentor. 
 

  



 
John Willmott School Sixth Form 
 
We offer a broad range of A levels and BTEC courses.   You will find the subjects offered in this brochure.  However, 
our curriculum offer is constantly under review and subject to change. 
 
It is important that you match your choices to your Career plans and think very carefully about the subjects you enjoy 
and in which you are likely to be successful.  Take as much advice as you can. 
 
Any students who do not achieve the ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ minimum standard in English and Maths will need to resit them. 
 
 

The Application Process  
 
All students will fill in an application form to be handed in by Friday 13th January 2017. 
 
During February, all students will be invited for a discussion with a senior member of staff. 
 
There are different entry requirements for all A levels 
 
Min 35 points including рΩǎ ƛƴ English Language and Maths 
 
(you can also choose BTEC course if you meet these requirements). 
 
Entry requirements for BTEC courses min 30 points. 
 
In addition you will need to meet the individual subject entry requirements 
 
 

Conversion table 
 
See the school website for further information: 
 
A**  : 9 
A* : 8 
A : 7 
B : 6/5 
C : 4 
D   : 3 
E   : 3 
F   : 2 
G  : 1 
 
  



 

John Willmott School Curriculum offer: 
 
 
A Levels       BTEC subjects 
 
        WORTH 1 A LEVEL 
ART AND DESIGN      SPORT 
BIOLOGY       APPLIED SCIENCE 
BUSINESS (APPLIED)      ART 
CHEMISTRY       PERFORMANING ARTS 
DRAMA        HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE 
ENGLISH LIT       ICT 
ENGLISH LANG LIT      TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
GEOGRAPHY       ENTERPRISE 
HISTORY       FINANCE 
MATHS        MARKETING 
MUSIC        EPQ ς INDIVIDUAL PROJECT 
PE        WORTH 2 A LEVELS  
PHOTOGRAPHY       SPORT 2 
PHYSICS       ICT2 
PRODUCT DESIGN 
(RM OR TEXTILES) 
PSYCHOLOGY 
RE 
SOCIOLOGY 
 
 
We also have L2 qualifications for students who do not meet the requirements for A level or Level 3 BTEC course. 
 
We currently offer PDES, hospitality and ICT to these students. 
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GCSE Advanced Qualifications 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Art & Design Fine Art 
LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AQA AS & A Level Fine Art Course Information 
 

The focus of this subject is to develop the fine art skills that students have already gained at GCSE level and allow them to develop their art practice 
further. The course will give students a variety of experiences and allow them to develop their skills in a range of fine art media, processes and 
techniques. Students will be encouraged to develop their creativity and may use sketchbooks to record and develop their ideas in. 
 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C at GCSE including English and Maths and an aptitude for Art and Design. 
 

Specifications and Units of Study 
 

AQA AS Fine Art 
 

Component 1: Portfolio - Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
The emphasis of this component will be on the development of understanding and skills using an appropriate range of materials, processes and 
techniques. Students should produce a collection of materials that exemplifies work carried out during the AS course. The contents of the Portfolio 
will be based around a range of starting points. 
 

Assessment - Coursework marked out of 96 marks - 60% of AS award 
 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment: Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
 

Separate question papers will be provided for each title. These will consist of a choice of five questions to be used as starting points. Students are 
required to select one. Students will be provided with examination papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible after that date.  After the preparatory 
period, students complete this component with10 hours of supervised time, carried out over 2 days. 
 

Assessment ς Component 2: Set Assignment - 96 marks - 40% of AS award 
 

AQA A Level Fine Art 
 
Component 1: Portfolio: - Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
 
This is a practical investigation supported by written material. 
Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or theme, supported by written material. The focus of the 
investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes. The 
contents of the Portfolio will be based around a range of starting points. 
 

Assessment ς Component 1: Portfolio - 96 marks - 60% of A Level award 
 

Component 2: Externally - Set Assignment: Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
 

Separate question papers will be provided for each title. Each question paper will consist of a choice of eight questions to be used as starting points. 
Students are required to select one. Students will be provided with examination papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible after that date. After 
the preparatory period, students will complete this component with 15 hours of supervised time, carried out over 3 days. 
 

Assessment ς Component 2:  Set Assignment ς 96 marks ς 40% of A Level Award 
 

Where can the course lead? 
 
Students can choose to go on to study a Foundation course in Art and Design or pursue a degree course in Fine Art, Visual Communication and Art 
and Design.  An A Level in Fine Art can help forge careers in a number of creative pathways including animation, art and design, graphic design, 
fashion design.  It can also support careers in media, film and the textile industries. 
 

Who to contact for information: 
Mrs F Vere 
Acting Head of Art and Photography  



 
 

Reformed 
Biology 

LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD OCR 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Course Information 

Biology is the study of living organisms. It comprises of 6 modules, one of which is a practical endorsement. 

 

Entry Requirements 
You will need 5 GCSEs including at least a B Grade (A is preferred) in Biology or Science and a Grade 5 in English and Maths.  

 

Specifications and Units of Study 
 

AS Level: 
~ Module 1 Practical skills 
~  Module 2 Foundations in Biology 
~ Cell structure, biological molecules, enzymes and cell division 
~  Module 3 Exchange and Transport 
~ Exchange surfaces and transport in Plants and animals 
~ Module 4 Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease 
~ Immune system and classification 

 

Assessment 
~ Paper 1 containing short and multiple choice questions on modules 1, 2, 3 and 4. This paper assesses a ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ breadth of 
knowledge. 
~ Paper 2 containing short and longer questions on modules 1, 2, 3 and 4. This paper assesses ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ 

A Level: 
ϤǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ depth of knowledge. 
~ Module 5 Communications, Homeostasis and Energy Nervous system, hormones, respiration and photosynthesis 
~ Module 6 Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems 
~ Inheritance, Biotechnology, Populations 

 

Assessment 
~ Paper 1 containing short, extended and multiple choice questions on modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. This paper assesses a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ understanding of biological processes. 
~ Paper 2 containing short, extended and multiple choice questions on modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. This paper assesses a 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ understanding of biological diversity. 
~ Paper 3 containing short and extended questions on the whole course. 

Students study the AS level components in Y12 and the A level components in Y13. 
At the end of Y12 students are assessed and need to be successful to be in AS level assessments to move onto the 
A level course. At the end of Y13 students must be assessed on the entire content of A level and A level using the 
A level assessments, which have a more challenging format than the AS level assessments. 
Students must also complete12 practical tasks during Y12 and Y13 to gain the practical endorsement and be awarded the A level. 
  



 

Is this course for you? 
Successful students show motivation, commitment and must spend at least 5 hours studying at home, every week. 
 

Where can this course lead? 
 
A Level Biology complements studies in other sciences, Geography and PE, and allows entry onto a wide range of 
Biological degree courses; Medicine, Nursing, Sports Science, Physiotherapy, Environmental courses and Food 
Sciences. Regardless of the course you want to study at University or career you want to take Biology is a highly 
regarded subject. 

 

Who to Contact for Information: 
Mr  E Du-Prat 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Chemistry 
LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD OCR 

 

 
 
 
 

Course Information 
The specification is divided into chemical topics each containing different key concepts of chemistry. 

 

Entry Requirements 
For the AS course, you will need a B Grade in Maths and Science (A grade preferred) and a Grade 5 in English at GCSE Level. You will 
need to be successful in the AS course in order to continue to do the A2 Level. 

   

Specifications and Units of Study 

 AS Units Studied: 
 ~ Module 1 Practical skills 
 ~ Module 2 Foundations in Chemistry 
 ~ Atoms, bonding and redox reactions 
 ~ Module 3 Periodic Table and Energy 
 ~ Group 2, the halogens, reaction rates, enthalpy and    
     equilibrium. 
 ~ Module 4 Core Organic Chemistry 
 ~ Hydrocarbons, alcohols, organic synthesis and analytical     
     techniques 
      

 Assessment 
 ~ Paper 1 containing multiple choice and structured questions  
     on modules 1, 2, 3 and 4. This paper assesses a ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ  
     breadth of knowledge. 
 ~ Paper 2 containing short and longer questions on modules  
   1, 2, 3 and 4. This paper assesses a ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ depth of  
     knowledge. 

 
      

 

A2 Units Studied: 
~ Module 5 Physical Chemistry and Transition Elements 
~ pH, buffers, enthalpy, entropy, reaction rates and equilibrium. 
~ Module 6 Organic chemistry and Analysis 
~ Aromatic, carbonyl and carboxylic compounds. NMR,  
    Polymers and organic synthesis. 
 

Assessment 
 
~ Paper 1 containing short, extended and multiple choice  
   questions on modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. This paper assesses a  
    ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ understanding of the Periodic table and physical  
    chemistry. 
~ Paper 2 containing short, extended and multiple choice  
   questions on modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. This paper assesses a  
    ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ understanding of synthesis and analytical  
     chemistry. 
~ Paper 3 containing short and extended questions on the  
   whole course. 

Students study the AS level components in Year 12 and the A level components in Year 13.   
At the end of Y12 students are assessed and need to be successful to be in AS level assessments to move onto the A level course. At the end of 
Y13 students must be assessed on the entire content of A level and A level using the A level assessments, which have a more challenging format 
than the AS level assessments.  Students must also complete 12 practical tasks during Y12 and Y13 to gain the practical endorsement and be 
awarded the A level. 

 

Is this course for you? 
You will need 5 GCSEs including at least a B Grade in Chemistry or Science and a C Grade in English and Maths. Successful students show motivation, 
commitment and must spend at least 5 hours studying at home, every week. 

 

Where can this course lead? 
Many scientific courses at University are readily available together with many non-scientific courses e.g. Accountancy, Law, Business Management. 
Most Biological Degree courses require an Ψ!Ω Level in Chemistry. Regardless of the course you want to study at University or career you want to take, 
Chemistry is a highly regarded subject. 
                

Who to contact for information: 
Mr D Gallanders 
Science Tutor 
 



 
 
 
 

Design and Technology 
Product Design 

AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD OCR 

 
 
 
 

 

Course Information 
Have you ever wondered what designers actually do?  Have you ever wondered how things move or work?  Have you ever wondered 
how you can design products to be good for the environment? Have you ever wondered how products are designed with the user in 
mind? 
 
Design and Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. 
 
We are offering two titles, Fashion and Textiles + Product Design 
 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C including Grade 5 in English and Maths 

 

Fashion and Textiles:   
The subject content of this title is focused towards fashion and textiles products and accessories in a range of applications; their 
analysis in respect of materials, process, trends and use in relation to industrial and commercial practices of fashion and textiles

    
Product Design: 
The subject content of this title is focused towards consumer products and applications; their analysis in respect of materials, 
components, and marketability to understand their selection and uses in industrial and commercial practices of product 
development 
 
In both Fashion and Textiles and Product Design materials and components are studied from the perspective of analysing 
modern consumer products that are designed to meet identified consumer needs, their design and manufacture, and taught 
within the context of product development and industrial and commercial practices within the chosen area of study.  In all three 
titles the wider issues affecting design decisions re also covered. 
 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ: 
During the two year course you will study a range of materials, you will develop a technical understanding of how products 
function and how they are made to appropriately support the design and manufacture of your own design solutions.  You 
will learn about wider design principles and the effect of design on users and the world we live in. 
 
You will identify market needs and opportunities for new products, initiate and develop design solutions, and make and 
test prototypes/products.  You will develop your subject knowledge, including how a product can be developed through 
the stages of prototyping, realization and commercial manufacture. 
 
You will develop a critical mind through enquiry and problem solving, exploration, creation and evaluation of iterative 
designs.  OCR encourage freedom in approaches towards designing and making so as not to limit the possibilities of 
project work or the materials and processes being used.  
 
  



 

How will you be assessed?   What are the benefits? 

A level 
 
A non-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ΨLǘŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩ ƛǎ ŀ   The course will strengthen your critical 
substantial design, make and evaluate project   thinking and problem solving skills centred on 
the iterative processes of explore,                    within a creative environment, enabling you to 
create and evaluate.  It is worth 50% of the A Level  to develop and make prototypes that solve  
qualification. You will be required to identify a design  real world problems, considering your own 
opportunity or problem from a context of your own    ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ǿŀƴǘǎΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
choice, and create a chronological portfolio supported   values. 
by real-time evidence of your project development.   
Innovative approaches will be required resulting in a   You will develop intellectual curiosity of the  
Final prototype that can be tested against the user  design and manufacture of products and  
And the market.      Systems, and their impact on daily life and  

the wider word, making you a more 
discriminating purchaser.  

The Principles examination paper is worth 25% of the 

A Level qualification and assesses analysis of existing  It will help you to be creative in your approach to 

Products, technical knowledge and understanding of  work and develop your sketching ability and use of 

materials, product functionality, manufacturing processes    digital technologies in designing and creating quality products. 

and techniques and allows you to demonstrate your  

understanding of design thinking and wider social, moral  You will learn about a range of materials and, components  

and environmental issues that impact on the design  and manufacturing methods to help create functional  

and manufacturing industries.  The paper is 1 hour 30  products. 

Minutes long. 

 

¢ƘŜ Ψ¦ƴǎŜŜƴ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ нл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ! [ŜǾŜƭ  You will learn to work collaboratively to develop and  

qualification and focuses on the application your   refine your ideas, responding to feedback from users, peers 

knowledge, understanding and skills of designing and  and expert practitioners. 

Manufacturing prototypes and products through a set  

design task, then reflecting on your design solution in  You will gain an insight into the creative, engineering and/or  

relation to wider factors and other theoretical    manufacturing industries and learn about the iterative design 

Knowledge.  The paper is 2 hour 30 minutes long.  Practices and strategies they use. 

 

       You will learn about important issues that affect design in the 

       wider world such as sustainability, globalization and inclusive 

       design; in order to become an empathetic and successful designer 

                     who can consider wider social implications of products. 

 

AS level 
A non-ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ΨtǊƻŘǳŎǘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ǘŀǎƪ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ рл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !{ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ this will be on a given context that is open to your interpretation, 
ǘƘŜ ΨtǊƻŘǳŎǘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜǊ-centred and either deliver iterative improvements to an existing product or re-purpose a product for 
alternative use through iterative development.  Innovative approaches will be required resulting in a final prototype that can be tested against the 
user and the marker. 

 

The Principles examination paper is worth 50% of the AS qualification and assesses analysis of existing products, technical knowledge and 
understanding of materials, product functionality, manufacturing processes and techniques and allows you to demonstrate your understanding of 
design thinking and wider social, moral and environmental issues that impact on the design and manufacturing industries. 

  

Where can the qualification take me? 
¶ You will gain skills that are useful in a wide range of jobs, in further study of design or engineering and in your personal life develop decision 

making skills, including the planning and organization of time and resources when managing a project. 

¶ You will build and develop on your knowledge and understanding from GCSE whilst also having the freedom to focus in more depth on areas 
of design and technology that most interests you.  This allows access to a range of future career aspirations in the design and engineering 
industries, leading to future careers in product design, engineering, architecture, fashion and graphic design; it will develop your design and 
thinking skills that open up a world of possibility, providing the tools to create a future. 

 

 

Who to contact for information: 
Mrs P Murphy  
Director of Curriculum ς Design and Technology 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Drama & Theatre  Studies  
LEVEL:  AS/A Level  
EXAMINATION BOARD EDEXCEL 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Course Information 
GCSE Drama and/or English Literature at grade C is a minimum requirement. If you have not done GCSE Drama, you must have an 
interest in Drama outside of school, such as attending a Youth Theatre.  AS is text based, A2 looks for more devising skills.  It will be 
acting orientated, with some opportunities for technical skills to be explored. 
 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C including Grade 5 in English and Maths. 
 

Specifications and Units of Study 
 

 

AS Units Studied: 
Unit 1 - Exploration of Drama and Theatre: 
Internally assessed. In this unit, two contrasting plays will be studied 
in light of a recognised Theatre Practitioner. 
Assessment will take the form of practical workshops and a portfolio 
of exploration notes. Learners are also required to experience a live 
Theatre performance and submit an evaluation. 
 
AS Level ς 40% A Level ς 20% 

       
  

Unit 2 - Theatre Text in Performance: 
Externally assessed. In this unit, learners will demonstrate their skills in 
a performance environment. Section one requires learners to perform 
either a monologue or duologue. Section two requires learners to 
perform a full length play known by a playwright. A technical design 
option is also available. 
 
AS Level ς 60% A Level ς 30% 

A2 Units Studied: 
Unit 3 - Exploration of Dramatic Performance: 
Internally assessed. In this unit learners are required to 
devise an original piece of Theatre. Learners will be 
assessed on both the process of creation and the 
finished product in a performance to an invited audience. 
They are also required to complete an evaluation on both 

 the process and performance of their work.  

A Level ς 30% 

Unit 4 - Theatre Text in Context: 
Externally assessed. In this unit learners are required to 
sit a 2.5 hour written examination. Sections A and B 
require learners to explore one play from the point of 
view of a director in both an academic and practical way. 
In section C a live performance of a play from a chosen 
time period in Theatre history must be experienced an 
evaluated and a comparison made with the original 
staging conditions of the play. 

 
 A Level ς 30% 

 

Where can the course lead? 
Degree courses in Acting/Theatre Skills/Literature or any course/profession where strong communication skills would be beneficial. 

 

 

Who to contact for information: 
Ms R Maposa 
Head of Department - Drama 

 
 



 
 
 
 

English Language & Literature  
(Combined) 

LEVEL: AS/A Level 
 
 
 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 

 
 
 

A Level English Language and Literature - AQA 
 

Entry requirements:  Grade 7 in English  
 

Paper 1 Telling Stories 

What's assessed 
¶ Remembered places ς the representation of place 

¶ Imagined worlds ς point of view and genre in prose 

¶ Poetic voices ς the forms and functions of poetic voice 

¶ Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 

Assessed 
¶ written exam: 3 hours 

¶ 100 marks 

¶ 40% of A-level 

Questions 
Section A ς Remembered places 
¶ One compulsory question on the AQA Anthology: Paris (40 marks) 

¶ This section is closed book.  

Section B ς Imagined worlds 
¶ One question from a choice of two on prose set text (35 marks) 

¶ This section is open book.  

Section C ς Poetic voices  
¶ One question from a choice of two on poetry set text (25 marks) 

¶ This section is open book. 

Paper 2 Exploring Conflicts  
 
What's assessed 
¶ Writing about society ς the role of the individual in society, and re-creative writing based on set texts 

¶ Critical commentary ς evaluating own writing  

¶ Dramatic encounters ς conflict in drama 

¶ Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 

Assessed 
¶ written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes  

¶ 100 marks 

¶ 40% of A-level 



Non-exam assessment: Making Connections 

What's assessed 

¶ Making connections ς investigation on a chosen theme and texts 

¶ Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activity 

 

Assessed 

¶ Assessed by teachers 

¶ Moderated by AQA 

¶ 50 marks 

¶ 20% of A-level 

Task 

A personal investigation that explores a specific technique or theme in both literary and non-literary discourse (2,500ς3,000 

words)  

 

Who to contact for information: 
 
Mrs G Aston  
Second in Department English 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

English Literature 
LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD EDEXCEL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Level English Literature ς Edexcel  
 

Entry requirements:  Grade 7 in English 
Component 1: Drama  

Externally assessed 
 

30% of the total qualification 
 

Overview of content 
 

Students study: 

¶ one Shakespeare play and one other drama from either tragedy or comedy - both texts may be selected from one or both 
of these categories. 

¶ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜ ǇƭŀȅΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ by 
Shakespeare: A Critical Anthology 
ς Tragedy or Shakespeare: A Critical Anthology ς Comedy. 

 
Overview of assessment 

¶ Written examination, lasting 2 hours. 

¶ Open book ς clean copies of the drama texts can be taken into the examination. The Critical Anthology must not be taken 
into the examination. 

¶ Total of 70 marks available ς 40 marks for Section A and 30 marks for Section B. 

¶ Section A ς Shakespeare: one essay question, incorporating ideas from wider critical reading  

¶ Section B ς Other drama: one essay question  
 

Component 2: Prose  
¶ Externally assessed 

 
20% of the total qualification 
 

Overview of content 
 
Students study: 

¶ two prose texts from a chosen theme (see page 3ς4). At least one of the prose texts must be pre-1900. 
 
Overview of assessment 
 

¶ Written examination, lasting 1 hour. 

¶ Open book ς clean copies of the prose texts can be taken into the examination. 

¶ Total of 40 marks available. 

¶ Students answer one comparative essay question from a choice of two on their studied theme  
  



 
 

Component 3: Poetry  
¶ Externally assessed 

 

30% of the total qualification 
 

Overview of content 
 

Students will: 

¶ prepare for responding to an unseen modern poem, through study of poetic form, meaning, language style 

¶ study either a range of poetry from: 

¶ a literary period or 

¶ a range of poetry by a named poet from within a literary period. 
 

Overview of assessment 
 

¶ Written examination, lasting 2 hours. 

¶ Open book ς clean copies of the poetry texts can be taken into the examination. 

¶ Total of 60 marks available ς 20 marks for Section A and 40 marks for Section B. 

¶ Section A ς Unseen Poetry: one essay question on an unseen modern poem written post 2000 (AO1, AO2 assessed). 

¶ Section B ς Prescribed Poetry: one essay question (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 assessed). 
 

Coursework  

¶ Internally assessed, externally moderated 

 
20% of the total qualification  
 
Overview of content 
 
Students have a free choice of two texts to study. 
Chosen texts: 

¶ must be different from those studied in Components 1, 2 and 3 

¶ must be complete texts and may be linked by theme, movement, author or period 

¶ may be selected from poetry, drama, prose or literary non-fiction. 
 

Overview of assessment 
 
Students produce one assignment. Either: 

¶ one extended comparative essay referring to two texts 
or 

¶ one recreative piece on one literary text plus an analytical commentary AND one comparative essay referring to both texts  

¶ Advisory total word count is 2500-3000 words. 

¶ Total of 44 marks available. 
 

Who to contact for information: 
Mrs Aston  
Second in Department English 
  



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

Course Information 
 
There are certain requirements which set the Extended Project Qualification from your other studies: 

¶ It requires independent research and learning to extend your studies 

¶ You must choose your path of study in negotiation with your Supervisor 

¶ You have to show that you can plan, deliver and present your project work 

¶ There is some teaching of necessary skills involved, but the majority of your learning will require your own self 
motivation and strong organisational skills 

¶ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ {ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ 

¶ The EPQ will develop your independent research and study skills. You will learn how to carry out research effectively, 
and as you study something in more depth your personal learning and thinking skills will improve 

 

Specifications and Units of Study 
The EPQ is an opportunity to do a project in a subject area in which you are interested. It provides a context for developing 
critical thinking and project management skills ς these are widely transferable, and may be useful in other courses now 
or later on. The EPQ assesses your ability to plan, carry out, report on, and evaluate a project. 
 
The emphasis of the assessment is on the process, a presentation and report, and other appropriate evidence of your 
work. It is a Level 3 Qualification and lasts one year. 
 

Where can the course lead? 
The skills you develop as part of the Extended Project Qualification will provide you with a solid foundation in study and 
research skills. These skills will benefit you in your university studies, if you choose to go on to higher education, and in 
future employment Because you are following an area of personal interest, the project will bring freshness to your studies, 
and might help you decide on future employment or educational options. 
 
 
 

Who to contact for information: 
Mrs T Richards  
Assistant Headteacher 
Head of Sixth Form 
 

 
  

 
Extended Project Qualification 

LEVEL: AS Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 



 
 
 

  GEOGRAPHY 
 

  EXAMINATION BOARD EDEXCEL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Information 
 
Geography A Level offers an issues based approach which enable students to explore and evaluate contemporary 
geographical questions and issues such as the consequences of globalisation, responses to hazards, water insecurity and 
climate change. This course provides the opportunity to develop an in-depth understanding of human and physical 
geography, the complexity of people and environment questions and issues, and to become critical, reflective and 
independent learners.  
 

Entry Requirements 
5 A*- C grades at GCSE including English and Maths. GCSE Geography is preferred. 
 
Specifications and Units of Study 
A level Geography covers a range of places and themes, which include Dynamic landscapes, Dynamic places, Physical 
systems and sustainability and Human systems and Geopolitics.  
Over the two year course you will study: 

Paper 1 (9GEO/01) Topic 1: Tectonic Process and Hazards 
Topic 2: Landscape systems, processes and change - 
Coastal Landscapes and Change 
Topic 5: The water cycle and water insecurity 
Topic 6: The Carbon cycle and energy security  

2 hours 15 min 
30% of the A Level qualification 
105 marks  

Paper 2 (9GEO/02) Topic 3: Globalisation 
Topic 4: Regenerating places 
Topic 7: Superpowers 
Topic 8: Global Development and connections ς 
Migration, identity and sovereignty.  

2 hours 15 min 
30% of the A Level qualification 
105 marks 

Paper 3 (9GEO/03) Synoptic unit: 
Players 
Attitudes and actions 
Futures and uncertainties 

2 Hours 15 min 
20% of the A Level qualification 
70 marks  

Coursework 
independent 
investigation (9GEO/04)  

Topic can relate to any aspect of Geography.  
A written report will be produced of 3000-4000 
words.  

Non Examined 
20% of the A Level qualification 
70 marks  

 

Where can the course lead me? 
A level Geography prepares students for a range of courses within further education by developing independent 
research skills, report writing, critical thinking and the ability to articulate opinions and suggest solutions. Geography 
can lead to a variety of related careers in town and country planning, surveying, environmental science as well as 
Geography or Geology degrees. 
 

Who to Contact for Information:    Mrs C Nash Director of Curriculum - Humanities 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

History 
LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 

 

 
 

 

Course Information 

The History AS and A Level qualifications on offer provide a suitable foundation for the study of History or related courses in further 
and higher education. History A-Level also develops a range of skills for progression directly into employment. Equally, they 
contribute to ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ lifelong learning, especially through Key Skills you develop during your studies. 

 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C at GCSE including English and Maths. 

 

What will you study? 
The History and A-Level courses are divided like this 

 
Component 1: Breadth Study - Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855ς1964  
50% of AS1 hour 30 minute exam  
40% of A2 2 hour 30 minute exam.  

 
The unit is spread out over the two years of study. In year 12 you will study how was Russia ruled by the Tsars and what caused the 
Revolution. This will include studying key individuals and the birth of new ideology such as Marxism. In year 13 you will study the 
emergence of the Communist Dictatorship that ruled Russia for many years. This will include looking at the rule of Lenin and then 
Stalin and the different social reforms they carried out to rule Russia and their impacts on different groups within society.  
 
At the end of year 12 you will be examined on the topics covered in year 12 alone to obtain an AS in History. The exam at the end of 
year 13 will cover all topics studied over the two years.  

 
Component 2: Depth Study ς The Making of Modern Britain, 1951ς2007  
50% of AS1 hour 30 minute exam  
40% of A2 2 hour 30 minute exam.  
This unit involves the study of key political, economic, social and international changes which helped to mould Britain in the second 
half of the 20th century. It explores concepts such as government and opposition, class, social division and cultural change. It 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ǉƻlicies, 
economic developments and political survival.  In year 12 you will study Britain in the years 1951 through to 1979. Year 13 continues 
this and covers the Thatcher Era right through to Blarism up to 2007. At the end of year 12 you will be examined on the topics covered 
in year 12 alone to obtain an AS in History. The exam at the end of year 13 will cover all topics studied over the two years.  

 
Component 3: Historical investigation ς non-exam assessment (A-level only)  
20% of A2 Coursework   
Students will identify an issue, such as poverty or religion, that had an impact upon the Tudor period and will develop a study to 
evaluate its importance over 100 years. Students will then investigate this issue using a range of primary and secondary sources and 
will produce a 3000-3500 word essay to explain their findings. Through undertaking the Historical investigation, students will develop 
an enhanced understanding of the nature and purpose of history as a discipline and how historians work. They will broaden their 
study of the past whilst having the opportunity to study a specific issue in great depth.  

 

Who to contact for information: 
Mr P Broadhurst  
Head of History 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

         
 
 
 
 



Mathematics 
LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD EDEXCEL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Information  
Mathematics is a course that combines well not only with traditional sciences such as Physics and Chemistry, but also with subjects 
such as Geography, Business Studies and ICT. Mathematics may be used as a tool in a wide range of courses in Higher Education, or 
can be studied as a distinct subject in itself. The course is a demanding one, and requires a good understanding of GCSE Mathematics 
at Higher Level for success. 

 

Entry Requirements 
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics. 
    

Specifications and Units of Study 
The content for AS and A level Mathematics is completely prescribed, covering pure mathematics, mechanics and statistics. The ratio 
of pure to applied content is 2:1 and the new reformed content allows links to be made between the different areas of mathematics. 
There is an emphasis on problem solving, mathematical modelling and the use of technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the end of Y12 students are assessed and need to be successful in AS level assessments to move onto the A level course.  
AS level will be a stand-alone qualification and the results achieved in the AS will not count towards the A level. 
At the end of Y13 students undertake examinations which assess the entire content of AS level and A level, and which have a more 
challenging format than the AS level assessments. 
 

Is this course for you? 
Successful students show motivation, commitment as well as resilience and must spend at least 5 hours every week on independent 
study. 

Where can the course lead  
Mathematicians are employed in fields of work as diverse as medical research, computer programming, engineering, air traffic control, 
and environmental research. A good grade in A Level Mathematics is highly regarded by universities and employers alike, and 
mathematicians are increasingly in demand in a variety of professional and managerial careers. 

 
Who to contact for information: 
Mr C Mitchell Director of Curriculum - Maths /  Miss S Chana TLR Holder ς Mathematics 
  

AS level Mathematics A level Mathematics 
2 papers totalling 3 hours 3 papers totalling 6 hours 

 
Proof 
Algebra and functions 
Coordinate geometry  
Sequences and series 
Trigonometry 
Exponentials and logarithms 
Differentiation 
Integration 
*Numerical methods 
 
*Only assessed at A level 

Content 
Vectors 
Quantities and units in mechanics 
Kinematics 
CƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ 
*Moments 

 
Statistical Sampling 
Data presentation an interpretation 
Probability 
Statistical distributions 
Statistical hypothesis testing 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Music 

 
AS/A Level 

 
           Examination Board AQA 
 
 
 
 
 

Course information 
You need to be a confident performer on your chosen instrument or voice, ideally to a grade 6 standard, grade 5 at a minimum. You 
will have to study prescribed set works and apply music analysis skills to unfamiliar pieces, both aurally and written. You should have 
a good grasp of music theory but can start this now (ABRSM Music Theory Workbook, grade 1). 

 
Entry requirements 
5A*-C at GCSE including English and Maths. Ideally a B grade at GCSE Music. 
Transferable skills  
- Dedication: it takes times to master an instrument. Anyone who has A level Music will gave dedicated time to preparing  
  performances. 
- Listening skills: every employer wants someone that will actively listen. This is a vital part of A Level Music. 
- Group work: being a team player (in a band or smaller group). 
- Creativity: composing a piece of music. 
 

Specification and Units of Study 
 

AS LEVEL MUSIC A2 LEVEL MUSIC 
¶ Component 1: Appraising music (40%) 

o Section A: Listening (49 marks) 
o Section B: Analysis (17 marks) 
o Section C: Essay (30 marks) 

 
There are six areas of study. Pupils must study 1 and a choice of 
one from Areas of study 2ς6: 

1. Western classical tradition 1650ς1910 (compulsory) 

¶ Baroque: the solo concerto 

¶ Classical: the operas of Mozart 
2. Pop music 
3. Music for media 
4. Music for theatre 
5. Jazz 
6. Contemporary traditional music 

 

¶ Component 2: Performance (30%) 
o с ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ όŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

all be recorded at the same time) 

¶ Component 1: Appraising music (40%) 
o Section A: Listening (56 marks) 
o Section B: Analysis (34 marks) 
o Section C: Essay (30 marks) 

 
There are seven areas of study. Pupils must study 1 and a choice of two 
from Areas of study 2ς7: 

1. Western classical tradition 1650ς1910 (compulsory) 

¶ Baroque: the solo concerto 

¶ Classical: the operas of Mozart 

¶ Romantic: the piano music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg. 
2. Pop music 
3. Music for media 
4. Music for theatre 
5. Jazz 
6. Contemporary traditional music 
7. Art music since 1910. 

 

¶ Component 2: Performance (35%) 
o 10-12 minute performance 

 

¶ Component 3: Composition (30%) 
o Composition 1: Composition to a brief (25 marks) 
o Composition 2: Free composition (25 marks)  
o Programme note of 150 words for each 

composition 
o 4½ minutes minimum total length  

 

¶ Component 3: Composition (25%) 
o Composition 1: Composition to a brief (20 marks) 

Á completion of a Composing Log (5 marks) 
o Composition 2: Free composition (25 marks) 
o Total time of 4½-6 minutes in length  

 

 



 
Where  can   the  course  lead? 
 

This course obviously leads into a career in Music, either as a performer, composer, arranger, producer, concert administrator, tour manager 
etc.  
 
Music offers many transferable skills such as dedication, listening and analysis skills, group work and creativity, and therefore it is a 
valuable A level to go alongside other subjects for university offers, irrespective of career choice.  
 
 

Who to contact for information:  
Miss S Evans Director of Curriculum  
or Miss J Willett Second in Department 
 

EXAMINATION BOARD EDEXCEL 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   



 
 
 
 

Art and Design: Photography 
LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AQA AS & A Level Photography Course Information 
 

Students with a creative background in Art or Technology would benefit most from this course. All students will need their own digital camera 
(preferably a DSLR) and be prepared to carry out photographic work in their own time to support their studies. Students will be introduced to 
both digital photography and will also have the opportunity to experiment with traditional photographic techniques. 
 

Students should be aware that there are yearly charges for these courses, which covers the cost of equipment, books and colour printing. The 
annual cost is £35.00. 
 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C at GCSE including  Grade 5 in English and Maths. 
 

Specifications and Units of Study 
Art and Design: Photography 

AQA AS Photography 
Component 1 - Portfolio - Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
 

Development of a coursework portfolio exemplifying work carried out during the AS course. Candidates work on one assignment of study for 
this component. The contents of the Portfolio will be based around the theme of Distortion. 
 

Assessment - Coursework marked out of 96 marks - 60% of AS award 
Component 2 ς Externally - Set Assignment: Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
 

Separate question papers will be provided for each title. These will consist of a choice of five questions to be used as starting points. Students 
are required to select one. Students will be provided with examination papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible after that date.  After the 
preparatory period, students complete this component with10 hours of supervised time, carried out over 2 days. 
 

Assessment ς Component 2 - Set Assignment - 96 marks - 40% of AS award 
 

AQA A Level Photography 
Component 1 - Portfolio: - Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
 

This is a practical investigation supported by written material. 
Students are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, issue, concept or theme, supported by written material. The focus of the 
investigation must be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished outcome or a series of related finished outcomes. The 
contents of the Portfolio will be based around the theme of Combination techniques. 
 

Assessment ς Component 1 ς Portfolio - 96 marks - 60% of A Level award 
Component 2 ς Externally - Set Assignment: Teacher Assessed ς Moderated by AQA 
 

Separate question papers will be provided for each title. Each question paper will consist of a choice of eight questions to be used as starting 
points. Students are required to select one. Students will be provided with examination papers on 1 February, or as soon as possible after that 
date. After the preparatory period, students will complete this component with 15 hours of supervised time, carried out over 3 days. 
 

Assessment ς Component 2 - Set Assignment - 96 marks - 40% of A Level award 
 

Where can the course lead? 
The A Level Photography course would complement A levels in Art and / or Technology but could also be useful as a skill in many other subject 
areas such as the Media and Journalism. This is a practical subject that would be advantageous to career opportunities that require a design 
orientated approach.  
   

Who to contact for information: 
Mrs F Vere ς Acting Head of Art & Photography Department 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Physical Education 
A Level 

EXAMINATION BOARD OCR 
 
 
 

 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C at GCSE including  Grades 5 in English and Maths. 
Minimum of grade B is required in Science or PE. 

 

Specifications and Units of Study: 
 

Content Overview 

 
Assessment Overview 

Physiological factors affecting performance 

¶ Applied anatomy and physiology  

¶ Exercise physiology 

¶ Biomechanics 
 

Physiological factors affecting 
performance 
(01)* 
90 marks 
2 hour written paper 
 

30% 
of total A level 

Psychological factors affecting performance 

¶ Skill acquisition 

¶ Sports psychology 

Psychological factors affecting 
performance 
(02)* 
60 marks 
1 hour written paper 
 

20% 
of total A level 

Social cultural issues in physical activity and sport 

¶ Sport and society 

¶ Contemporary issues in physical activity and sport 

Social cultural issues in physical 
activity and sport 
(03)* 
60 marks 
1 hour written paper 
 

20% 
Of total A level 

Performance in physical education (NEA) 

¶ /30 Performance or Coaching 

¶ /30 Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for 
Improvement (EAPI) 

(in 1 activity at a competitive level) 

Performance in physical education 
(NEA) 
(04)* 
60 marks ** 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
 

30%  
Of total A level 

 

Where can A level Physical Education take me? 
A Level Physical Education is an excellent base for a university degree in sports science, sports management, healthcare, or 
exercise and health.  Physical Education can also complement further study in biology, human biology, physics, psychology, 
nutrition, sociology and many more. 
A Level Physical Education can open up a range of career opportunities including; sports development, sports coaching, 
physiotherapy, person training or becoming one of the next generation of PE teachers.  The transferable skills you learn through 
your study of Physical Education such as decision making and independent thinking are also useful in any career path you choose 
to take. 

 

Who to contact for information: 
Mrs Jervis ς Director of Curriculum Physical Education 



 
 
 

 

Physics 
LEVEL: AS/A Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD OCR 

 
 
 
 

 

Course Information 
The specification is divided into Physics topics each containing different key concepts of Physics. 

 

Entry Requirements 
For the AS course, you will need a  Grade 7 in Maths and Science (A grade preferred) and a Grade 5 in English at GCSE 
Level. You will need to be successful in the AS course in order to continue to do the A2 Level. 

AS Level  

Module 1 - Development of Practical Skills in Physics 
Module 2 - Foundations of Physics - measurements, analysis of Data and the nature of quantities 
Module 3 - Forces and Motion - Motion, Forces, Work and Energy, Materials and Newton's Laws of Motion 
Module 4 - Electrons, Waves and Photons - Charge and current, energy and power, Electrical Circuits, Waves and Quantum  
                     Physics 

Assessment  

Two papers in the summer Breadth in Physics and Depth in Physics both count 50% towards the AS level and are each 1 1/2 hours 
long and cover a mix of all units in both multiple choice and structured answer questions.  

A2  level  

Module 5 - Newtonian World and Astrophysics - Thermal Physics, Circular motion, Oscillations, Gravity and Astrophysics 
Module 6 - Particles and Medical Physics - Capacitors, Electric Fields, Electromagnetism, Nuclear Physics 
 
Exams are in the Summer and are split as follows:  
Modelling Physics - Containing aspects of Module 1, 2, 3 and 5 - contains a mix of multiple choice and structured answer questions. 
Exploring Physics - Containing aspects of Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6 - Contains a mix of multiple choice and structured answer 
questions.  
Unified Physics - Covers all content form all AS and A level modules - contains written answer questions only.  

Where can the course lead you? 

Science, Engineering, any numerate degree, Optometry, Medicine, Geology, The Forces, any field which wants calibre students 
who can work hard. 

Who to contact for information: 
Mrs K Spencer  
Science Tutor



 
 
 
 

  

 

Entry Requirements 
 

5 A* - C at GCSE including Grade 5 in English and Mathematics  

 

Course Information 
 
This course is an engaging and effective introduction to Psychology. It is particularly suitable for those students looking to develop 
their understanding of human memory, perception, attachment and much more.  It provides students with the foundation for further 
study in Psychology in Higher Education.   
 
Whilst completing the course students will learn the fundamentals of the subject and develop skills valued by Higher Education (HE) 
and employers such as critical analysis, independent thinking, evaluation, application, research skills and much more. 

 

Aims and objectives 
 

¶ T o develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to each other. 

¶ T o develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods. 

¶ T o develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills. 

¶ T o develop interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers associated 
with the subject. 

¶ To understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy 
and society. 

 

Specifications and Units of Study 

Topics covered in year 1 

¶ Social Influence  

¶ Memory  

¶ Attachment  

¶ Psychopathology  

¶ Approaches In Psychology 

¶ Research Methods  

 
Topics covered in year 2 

¶ Issues And Debates  

¶ Relationships 

¶ Eating Behaviour 

¶ Aggression 

¶ Biopsychology 

A level Exam:  
 

PAPER 1 
Assessed 

¶ written exam: 2 
hours 

¶ 96 marks in total 

¶ 33% of A-level 

PAPER 2 
Assessed 

¶ written exam: 2 
hours 

¶ 96 marks in total 

¶ 33% of A-level 

PAPER 3 
Assessed 

¶ written exam: 2 hours 

¶ 96 marks in total 

¶ 33% of A-level 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Psychology 
AS/A Level 

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 

Who to contact for information:  
Mrs H Khanom -Teacher in charge of Sociology/Psychology 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

R E Buddhism and Ethics 
LEVEL: AS/A2 Level 
EXAMINATION BOARD OCR 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Course Information 
No prior knowledge of religion is required. If you like looking for answers to fundamental questions, or you are of a curious nature 
with an enquiring mind - this course is for you. 
 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C at GCSE including Grade 5 in English and Maths. 
 

The A Level course combines the content of the AS 
Modules with further study of Buddhism, Ethics, and 
Philosophy to include the following: 

Specifications and Units of Study 

AS Units Studied: Module 1 - 
Buddhism: 
¶ The life and work Gautama the Buddha and the  

¶ foundations of Buddhism 

¶ The 4 Noble Truths 

¶ Central doctrines: Nibbana, Karma, Samsara, the  

¶ three marks of existence 

¶ Aims and methods of meditation 

¶ The Fourfold Sangha: monastic and lay practices 
 

                             

Module 2 - Ethics: 
¶ Ethical theory: Natural Law Theory, Situation ethics, 

¶ Utilitarianism, concept of absolute and relative  

¶ morality 

¶ Practical Ethics: Medical Ethics and business ethics 
 

Module 3 ς Philosophy 
¶ Ancient philosophical influences 

¶ Existence of Eiod 

¶ Soul, mind and body 

¶ Religious experience 
 

¶ Each module is of equal weighting

 

A2 Units Studied: Module 1 - 
Buddhism: 
¶ Difference between Therevada and Mahayana  

schools of thought 

¶ Distinctive features of Zen and Pure Land Buddhism 

¶ Buddhism in the West 

¶ Investigation into Tibetan Buddhism 

¶ Buddhism and Gender 

 

 

Module 2 -  Ethics: 
¶ Nature and role of the conscience 

¶ Meta ς ethics 

¶ Practical ethics, Sex ethics  
   

 Module 3 ς Philosophy 
¶ The Nature of God 

¶ Religious language 

¶ Twentieth century perspectives 
 

 

Where can the course lead? 
This is an accepted qualification for people intending to further their studies or who wish to move into employment 
which requires a good critical understanding of the world we live in. 
 

Who to contact for information  
Miss M Smith  
Head of Department - RE 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Sociology 
AS/A Level 

EXAMINATION BOARD AQA 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Course Information 
This course offers an engaging and effective introduction to Sociology.  Students will learn the fundamentals of the subject and develop skills 
valued by Higher Education (HE) and employers, including critical analysis, independent thinking and research. The course looks at 
areas of interest for Sociologists such as Education and the changes in Education.  It draws student interest through looking at 
differences in educational achievement based on different demographic factors.  The course also covers other key areas such as 
changing families and households, how to carryout research and much more. 
 

Core themes 
Students must study the following two core themes: 

¶ socialisation, culture and identity 

¶ social differentiation, power and stratification. 
 
In addition, students must understand the significance of conflict and consensus, social structure and social action, and the role of 
values. 
 

Entry Requirements 
5 A* - C at GCSE, (5 in English) 
 

Specifications and Units of Study 
Year 1  Units: 
Education 
Methods in Context 
Research Methods 
Families 

 
 
Year 2 Units:: 
Crime and Deviance 
Theory and Methods 
Beliefs 

Assessment 
Paper 1: Education with Theory and 
Methods  
 

Assessed 
~ 2 hour written exam 
~ 80 marks 
~ 33.3% of A-level 
 

Questions 
Education: short answer and extended 
writing, 50 marks 
Methods in Context: extended writing, 
20 marks 
Theory and Methods: extended 
writing, 10 marks 

 
Paper 2: Topics in Sociology Assessed 
~ 2 hour written exam 
~ 80 marks 
~ 33.3% of A-level 
 

 
Questions 
Section A: extended writing, 40 
marks  
Section B: extended writing, 40 
marks 

 
Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and 
Methods 
 

Assessed 
~ 2 hour written exam 
~ 80 marks 
~  33.3% of A-level 
 
Questions 
Crime and Deviance: short answer and 
extended writing, 50 marks 
Theory and Methods: extended writing, 30 
marks 

Who to contact for information:  
Mrs H Khanom, Teacher in charge of Sociology 
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BTEC Level  3 
Qualifications  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Ar t & Design   
LEVEL: BTEC Level 3 Diploma  
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Course Information: BTEC Nationals in Art and Design (2017) 
 
 
 

Course Overview: 
 
BTEC Nationals in Art and Design offered as an Extended  
Certificate.  Each has a clear purpose and is designed to  
ensure progression to higher education or into employment. 
 
 
Entry Requirements: 
5 A*-C at GCSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Specifications and Units of  
Study: 
Learners will study a combination  
of mandatory units as well as a  
choice of optional units. This new  
qualification also provides  
flexibility for learners to progress  
to the larger size qualifications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who to contact for information 
Mrs F Vere ς Acting Head of Department 
  


