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This Pack – 10 Tasks

What is the EPQ?

The EPQ is a research project.  You will pick a topic that interests you, devise a question related to this 
topic, research, revisit your question, write an essay and detail your work as you going in the CRF –
Candidate Record Form.  You will then give a presentation about your essay and findings and write 

an evaluation.

• This pack contains 10 tasks for you to complete.  Each task has 
an introduction to the task.  The tasks are:
1. Thinking maps 
2. Analysing written sources
3. Note taking nightmare
4. Spinning the web
5. Prioritising actions
6. Creating a Gantt Chart
7. 12 steps for planning
8. Essay Planning
9. Writing better paragraphs
10. Planning you essay introduction (Abstract)



The (essay-type) project

Examples from previous years;
Does the method of teaching affect how well a class of students 

learns information?
Colchester Zoo’s place in Animal Conservation.
Stem cell research; What is it? Is it ethical?
The feasibility of High Speed Rail Links in the UK.
Heart surgery from it’s inception to modern techniques

• Minimum of 5000 words (no upper 
word limit)
• Formal essay/report with introduction, 
footnotes, structured discussion of the 
topic, conclusion
• Detailed bibliography required







How is it assessed (out of 50) 

• Planning thoroughly 
throughout = 10 marks

• Making use of your resources is 
worth = 10 marks

• Clearly showing 
problems/solutions and 
modifications to your plan = 
20 marks

• Reflectively evaluating 
strengths/weaknesses of 
sources/yourself  = 10 marks

APPROX. 
GRADE 

BOUNDARIES

A*= 45
A = 40
B = 35
C = 30
D = 25
E = 20



Task 1 Thinking Maps

• Can I create a concept/mind/thinking 
map for ideas I am interested in?

• Remember – at this stage, you might do a 
few to narrow down your project area.



Task 1 – Thinking Maps



Task 2 – Analysing written sources

• Can I develop my analysis of written 
sources?

• Validity is how reliable a source is.  How 
do we know texts are reliable?  Why is 
this important when doing EPQ research?



Task 2 – Analysis Written Sources



Task 3 – Note Taking Nightmare

• How do I take effective notes from a 
source?

• Remember, on this course you will need 
to keep evidence of your research 
through your note taking to gain marks.



Task 3 – Note Taking Nightmare



Task 4 – Spinning the web

• How do I take effective notes from a 
source?

• Can I assess internet sources for 
credibility?



Task 4 – Spinning the web



Task 5 – Prioritising actions

• Can I effectively prioritise my ‘to do 
list’?



Task 5 – Prioritising actions



Task 6 – Creating a Gantt Chart

• A Gantt chart is an organisations device where you list the 
tasks to be done in order of which needs to be done first 
and how long the task will take.  e.g. you can’t start your 
essay until you have read the book.  You can’t read the 
book until you have a copy of it.  You can’t get a copy of it 
until you have decided the book is right for you etc…

• In the EPQ you get valuable grades for creating and sticking 
to a Gantt Chart



Task 6 – Creating a Gantt Chart

Try to create a Gantt chart of 
your own based on your chosen 
topic – remember to put dates 
along the top (here they appear 
as ### but you need to put in 
dates.



Task 7 – 12 steps for planning

• Remind your self of how to plan.  
Once you have read the 12 Steps, 
revisit your Gantt Chart and 
make any adjustments needed.



Task 7 – 12 steps for planning



Task 8 – Essay Planning

• Like the Gantt chart, your essay plan is vital to your 
organisation and forms part of the EPQ marks.  So 
much so that if your planning is strong, but your 
essay is not so strong, you will still get marks, so it 
is really important to get the essay plan right.  As 
you are writing your essay, you can then refer back 
to it and make sure you are on track.  



Task 8 – Essay Planning

HIGH B GRADES OVERALL

These are examples of 
students essay plans.  See 

how they are broken down 
into sections.  

Aim for 3-4 main sections 
with sub-sections and/or 

questions to each heading, 
plus an intro and 

conclusion.



Task 9 – Writing better paragraphs

• Structuring your essay with 
relevant paragraphs will help you 
to focus your ideas.  Work 
through the worksheet to remind 
yourself how to do this.



Task 9 – Writing better paragraphs



Task 10 – Planning your essay 
introduction (abstract)

• You will not be able to write your essay, as 
there is lot of research that needs to be done 
before this can start, but you can have a go at 
an introduction or abstract, where you 
explain to the reader what you hope to 
explore in your essay and how you intend to 
do this.



Task 10 – Planning your essay 
introduction (abstract)

• An abstract is a short summary of a larger work, such as a dissertation or 
research paper. It allows potential readers to quickly identify what your 
paper is about and decide if it’s worth reading. For someone who doesn’t 
have time to read the whole text, the abstract offers a condensed 
overview of your most important points.
– All abstracts should include:
– A statement of your main topic, purpose and objectives
– A brief description of the methodology
– An overview of the most significant findings or arguments
– A summary of your conclusions

• The abstract appears at the very beginning of a document, but it should be 
the last thing you write. In a dissertation or thesis, include it on a separate 
page, after the title page and acknowledgements but before the table of 
contents.

• Most abstracts are around 150-300 words, but the length depends on the 
requirements of your assignment—often you will be given a strict word 
limit.
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https://www.scribbr.co.uk/thesis-dissertation/results/
https://www.scribbr.co.uk/thesis-dissertation/conclusion/
https://www.scribbr.co.uk/category/thesis-dissertation/
https://www.scribbr.co.uk/thesis-dissertation/title-page/
https://www.scribbr.co.uk/thesis-dissertation/acknowledgements/
https://www.scribbr.co.uk/thesis-dissertation/contents-page/

