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News 
Our school community is diverse and vibrant. Everybody is unique and everyone has something different to offer. We 
were thrilled to be able to celebrate our uniqueness by participating in ‘Odd Socks Day’ and as part of Anti-Bullying 
Week, Mr Smikle, Miss Smart and Miss Halford lead assemblies on how to ‘Reach Out’ to stop bullying.  We have 
been reminded that there is far more that joins us together than separates us, and that helping, supporting and 
encouraging one another is something that benefits the entire community.   
 
Treating each other with kindness and having the courage to do the ‘right thing’ are two of our school virtues.  
Seeing how our community are enacting these virtues, makes me think of Margaret Mead, the American Cultural 
Anthropologist, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world.  Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.”  To find out more about school life, please follow us on twitter: 
https://twitter.com/JohnWillmottSch 
 
Post-16 Consultation 
Last week we informed you of our consultation in relation to continuing with post 16 provision.  We would like to 
receive your feedback in our online survey, which can be found here. 
 
Year 11 Study Space  
We are offering the newly refurbished library to Year 11 students to use at lunchtime to revise or complete their 
homework. This space is only to be used for focused work; we do hope that students will take up this opportunity in 
preparation for their assessments in December.  
 
Summer 2023 GCSE and A Level Exams - The examinations dates for the GCSE and A Level exams form 2023 have 

been released and can be found on our website. 

 

Careers  
To support our Future Friday initiative, we would like to invite any parents who would be willing to share information 
about their career with our students.  We want to be able to share a wide range of career choices and possibilities 
with our students to help them with their future journey.  If this is something you feel you could help us with, please 
contact Mrs L Norton via enquiry@JWS.bham.sch.uk. 
 
Career Magazine for Parents 
Get the Jump and many more covers lots of tips for post 16 and 18 options, the UCAS application key dates, talking 

careers with your children and much more! https://careermap.co.uk/careermag-parents-carers-guardians/. 

T’ Levels 
T Levels are technical qualifications that allow students to combine studying with a substantial industry placement 
and are open to students who have completed their GCSEs. T Levels have been designed in collaboration with 
employers, so the content prepares students for entry into skilled employment or a higher-level Apprenticeship. T 
Levels carry UCAS points in line with A levels so will also allow progression to University.  Watch this video to find out 
more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBGVopFzq5M.  Search for available courses in your local area by 
entering your postcode https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/find. 
 
Traineeships  
For more information on Traineeships go to: https://amazingapprenticeships.com/traineeships/ 
Search for Traineeships via: https://www.tlevels.gov.uk/students/find 
 
Breakfast 
Reminder:  Our canteen offers a selection of Hot and Cold breakfast options served daily between 8:00–8:25am. 
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‘Potential into Reality’ 

Attendance  
If your child will not be attending school you must notify us every morning of their absence, before 9:15am, using 
one of the following options:   
  Email:   attendance@jws.bham.sch.uk  
  Telephone:  0121 378 6564  
 
Please ensure that you clearly state your child’s name, Tutor group and the reason for absence. Thank you. 
 

 
Virtues and Virtues Champions 
Over the last two weeks we have focused on our virtues of Kindness and Gratitude 
Each week our heads of year nominate a ‘Virtues Champion’ - a person in their year group who has gone above and 
beyond to demonstrate our virtue of the week. 
 

Thank you to our Virtues Champions for leading the way in practicing Kindness and Gratitude 

 
Year 7 Champion Year 8 Champion Year 9 Champion Year 10 Champion Year 11 Champion 

Kindness 

 Gracie S Gracie L Malachi S Sufyan A Fatima S 

Gratitude 
 Jack R Saim S Reo O Kai W Anna B 

 
Christmas Jumper Day - 9 December - Students are invited to wear a Christmas jumper with normal school trousers 
or skirts and shoes. 
 

Culture Day - 16 December - On the last day of this term, we are celebrating our community.  Students will be able 
to wear clothing which reflects their community.  This could be traditional dress, cultural dress, cadet/guide/scouts 
uniforms etc or wearing school uniform demonstrates you are part of our school community. This is not a non-
uniform day. 
 

Safeguarding 
If you have a concern that any student is being harmed or is at risk of harm, you can contact school reception and ask 
for a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). Alternatively, or in the case of school being closed, if you are worried 
about the safety or welfare of a child or young person you can contact Birmingham children’s advice and support line 
on 0121 303 1888.  In cases of emergency call 999. 
 

The SHARP system 
You can report any incidents of concern within the school or local community using the SHARP system which is 
located on the school website. 
 

Reading Recommendation  
One fateful night, an altercation escalates into tragedy. Suddenly, at just sixteen years old, Amal 
Shahid’s bright future is upended: he is convicted of a crime he didn’t commit and sent to prison. 
Despair and rage almost sink him until he turns to the refuge of his words, his art. This never 
should have been his story. But can he change it? 
 
Ibi Zoboi and Yusef Salaam’s book is a New York Times best seller and Junior Library Guild book. 
It has also won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Young Adult Literature and the Walter Dean 
Myers Award. 

A huge Well Done to the Three top attending forms of the year so far 

7 Courage 7 Kindness 9 Service 
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